Scottish Geodiversity Forum – Annual General Meeting

Hosted by the Royal Scottish Geographical Society

Fairmaids House 15-19 North Port, Perth

Saturday, 10 March 2012, 10.15 – 4  pm

Programme

· AGM

· Workshops

· Lunch

· Geodiversity walk

Attendees (24): Joyce Gilbert, Seonaid Leishman, Alistair and Zoe Fleming, Maggie Donnelly, Angus Miller, Mike Browne, Nick Everett, George Farlow, Beverly Bergman, Barbara Harvie, Mihaela Newton, Andrew McMillan, Margaret Greene, Rhoda Fothergill, Richard Deveria, Wishart Mitchell, Simon Cuthbert, Peter Craig, Maggie Mccallum, Sarah Stewart, Colin MacFadyen, Maj-Britt di Folco, Diana Turner.

Apologies: Linda McKee, Simon Howard, Jim Blair, Anne Burgess, Robina Barton, Katerina Braun, Mark Symonds.

Reports from the chair and treasurer

1. The previous AGM minutes were approved. The main outcome of our first AGM was to establish the Forum as a constitutional organisation. Today the Forum’s membership numbers 120 individuals and 13 organizations (including RSGS, EGS, GSG and most geoparks). Our patron is Ian Stewart.

2. Finances. The first money to come into our account was through donations from EGS and GSG of £100 each. SNH helped towards the cost of the Battleby conference and with websites. The Scottish Government offered a grant of £2,000 to fund promotional material. The RSGS kindly hosted the present meeting.

The Forum is run by volunteers of whom Angus Miller and Margaret Greene have been acknowledged for their particularly valuable contribution.

3. Promoting the Forum. Our website is www.scottishgeodiversityforum.org and we have a googlegroup address: scottishgeodiversityforum@googlegroups.com for communication within the Forum. A new version of  www.scottishgeology.com  has been launched. The site has been updated using wordpress, which allows any authorised person to edit it. There is soon to be a link to this site on www.visitscotland.com. We have designed 4 banners which will soon be printed using the Scottish Government grant. A graphic designer produced 7 samples for a logo based on ideas previously put forward by Forum members, and members were asked to vote for their favourites.

4. Events. Two family events were organized through the Forum: Trees of Rock at Fossil Grove, Glasgow (April 2011) and Volcano Fun Day in Edinburgh (Oct 2011). The Forum held its first conference at Battleby, Perth in Nov 2011 attended by 55 people and comprising 4 workshops and 3 key-note presentations. 

The Forum has been formally recognised as a GeoConservation UK (GCUK) member alongside the Association for the Welsh RIGS Groups. The key-contact with GCUK is Mike Browne, and Angus Miller also represents the Forum on the executive of GCUK.

5. Geodiversity Charter. One of the Forum’s aims is to influence local and national policies towards adopting a considerate attitude regarding the geodiversity of Scotland. A public petition advocating a geodiversity duty was raised by Mike Browne in 2009 and was considered by the Petitions Committee before being closed. However, Bob McNeill of the Scottish Government invited the Forum to discuss progressing geodiversity issues and inputting to the revision of  the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy. The latter document is scheduled to be re-written in order to emphasise an ecosystems approach to biodiversity. This provides geodiversity with an opportunity to show its role by highlighting relevant connections with biodiversity. Forum members have been involved in this work. A working group from the Forum, SNH and BGS  have drafted a Geodiversity Charter which highlights the importance of geodiversity and showcases good geodiversity practice. The charter was put out for consultation and received constructive feed-back from over 30 people representing different organisations. The charter will be finalised, given a professional layout, printed and formally launched on the 7th June 2012. It will then be disseminated and followed up by the Forum. 

6. Election of the executive committee. The committee was re-elected with the exception of treasurer Linda McKee who decided to step down. The position is still vacant. The committee remains open to those willing to join and welcomes new member Simon Cuthbert. 

After a tea break everybody joined one of the three running workshops from 11:15 to 12:45.

Workshop A led by Angus Miller was centred on the Geodiversity Charter. This reviewed some of the key comments which had been raised about the draft charter and discussed ways of improving the document. Particular issues covered included the addition of more case studies, particularly from industry, geoconservation, biodiversity, marine geodiversity, education and groundwater. 
Workshop B led by Andrew McMillan focussed on the stone-built environment, especially ways of involving the general public in this topic, raising people’s awareness of the rocks found in their built heritage. Discussion focussed on  topic of leaflet design and the possibility of liasing with professionals and students already involved in this area of geodiversity. To assist research and preparation, a sheet of useful sources of information (organisations, publications, possible partnerships) was circulated. More details of this workshop on our website.

Workshop C led by Maj-Britt di Folco and Colin MacFadyen reviewed the existing geodiversity interpretation in Scotland and drew inspiration from other parts of the world (Tasmania) on what we can do in the future.

This was followed by a brief summary of the outputs from each workshop and lunch.

The day finished with a geodiversity walk around Perth led by Mike Browne and Rhoda Fothergill in which particular attention was paid to building stones (origin of rocks, aspects of their formation (fine examples of cross-bedding in sandstone) and subsequent transformation through weathering.
